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Newsletter

11t February 2022

Dear parents and carers,

We'd like to start by saying a huge well done to all
the children and staff during what has been a very
challenging half term. One of our key values at
school is ‘resilience’ and we have been so
impressed with the way we have all, as a school
community, worked together to be extra resilient
this half term. We are all really proud of the
children at Birley Spa and it has been wonderful
to see them attending booster groups before and
after school. This is a key part of our catch-up
plans to ensure that gaps in learning are plugged
and that children make accelerated progress this
academic year. Thank you to all parents for
supporting us with this and accommodating
changes to pick up/drop off times — this is really
appreciated. In addition, we know that further
home learning challenges and activities are being
set for children and we will continue to use and
further refine our fantastic remote learning
platforms (Tapestry and Showbie Pro Plus) in the
coming months. After the half term break, we
have lots to look forward to including our new
pupil (and staffl) wellbeing events. These are
monthly events that will take place during the
remainder of this academic year for pupils to
engage in and have fun! Further details regarding
our first event ‘Cinema Night’ are provided in this
newsletter.

We have finished the term on super high by
having a cake or bun to celebrate with one of our
Year 3 pupils James, who has officially come to
the end of his treatment for leukemia.
Congratulations James, this is amazing news!

Finally, we would like to wish everyone a
wonderful and enjoyable half term break and look
forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 22
February.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs. Pemberton, Mr. Smith and Mr. Hogben

World Book Day

World Book Day is Thursday 3 March, further
information will be shared after half-term about how
we will be celebrating the wonderful day.

Phonics Funding

We are delighted to inform you that we have
managed to secure some additional funding for
phonics resources, this will allow us to expand our
existing resources within school.

Parental Survey

As part of our continued commitment to our pupils
and families, and helping us on our school
improvement journey, if you have not already done
so, can you please take 5 minutes to complete the
attached survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QPT2T2G

Scholastic Book Fair

We are happy to announce that the Scholastic book
fair will be returning to school! The Book Fair will be
arriving in school on 25t March 2022, with hundreds
of new children’s books to browse and buy.

There are over 200 titles for you and your child to
choose from, and with prices starting from only £2.99,
there’s sure to be a book for everyone. If you can’t
make it to our Book Fair, try our discounted Gift
Vouchers available at
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents. They're a
great way to ensure your child doesn’t miss out. Don’t
forget that every book you buy can help to get FREE
BOOKS for our school library! Further details will
follow nearer the time.

Cinema Night
We are delighted to inform you that the first of our

wellbeing events ‘Cinema Night’ has been arranged
for after half term.

- Friday 4th March (EYFS)
- Friday 11th March (KS1)
- Friday 18th March (KS2)

Further information will follow
when we return after half term.



https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QPT2T2G
http://www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/parents

Follow us: @BirleySpaAcad y

Events Planner - 2022

Tuesday 22" February
Tuesday 15 March
Thursday 3 March
Wednesday 9t March
Monday 21t March
May (TBC)

Friday 27t May
Monday 6% June — Wednesday 8t
June

Wednesday 8% June
June (TBC)

July (TBC)

Thursday 215t July

School Reopens to children - Spring 2
Parents Evening

Parents Evening

Class Photographs

Enterprise week / job shop

Fund Raising — Sponsored walk

School Closed — Queen’s Jubilee Holiday

Y6 Kingswood Residential

Y3 & Y4 Fire Safety Talks
Picnic
Summer Fair

Last day of Term

Additional wellbeing events will include hot
chocolate, reading and chat time.

Further information will be sent out nearer to
the time.
Attendance Figures

Class Attendance %
Sheaf
Endcliffe
Norfolk
Crucible
Lyceum
Kelham
Weston
Millennium
Graves
Bolsover

gvery Day Count,

Peveril
Shirebrook
School Total
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Class Round-Up

EYFS

We have continued our focus on Traditional Tales this week by learning more about the story of ‘The
Gingerbread Man’. We have been learning to fluently read and write the caption 'Run run as fast as
you can' as well as retelling and acting out the story.

We have been solving problems to make bridges for the Gingerbread man to cross the river so that he
doesn't need to climb on the foxes back and using our prediction skills to decide what will happen to

different objects when they go into the water. Next week we will be following a recipe to make
gingerbread men and hoping that they won't run away before we get chance to eat them!

EYFS enjoyed ‘Number Day’ where we explored all that we knew about N ‘ I =
number 5. We sang songs, counted out 5 objects, looked at composition U Wm ' » I
and doubling and watched our favourite episode of Numberblocks! D‘ . V 2022

Ms. Peck & Mrs. Thomas

Year

In English we have been focusing on a new text called 'In the secret sky garden'. The children have been
using their prior knowledge to make sensible predictions about what the story is going to be about.
They have also been putting themselves in the shoes of the main character 'Funni' to think about how
she is feeling at different parts of the story.

In Maths we have been focusing on the place value of numbers to 40! We have been making numbers
to 40 using dienes and base ten resources, using number squares to find 1 more and 1 less than
numbers to 40 and using our knowledge to solve missing number sequences.

In science we have been learning all about what plants and flowers need in order to grow. The children
have had the opportunity to plant their own broad beans and they are now keeping a diary, observing
how their beans develop and grow.

Miss Whitworth
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Year

As part of our Topic 'Who lives in the Forest' Endcliffe class have been on
a school trip to Shirebrook Nature Reserve. The children were extremely
enthusiastic and were able to use their knowledge of habitats and
woodland animals to answer questions.

In English we have been writing a letter to our Environmental Council, about how we can help clean up
our environment and stop people littering around our local area. The children are very passionate
about the effect littering has on the world around them and have had some great class discussions
about what they can do to help solve the problem.

In maths, Year 2 have continued to learn about 3D shapes and are becoming confident in naming the
properties using mathematical language.

Year 1 have been using their knowledge of number bonds to 10 to identify patterns when finding
number number bonds to 20.

This weeks Number Day was a great way to celebrate how numbers are special to us, many of us have
a favorite number!

Mrs. Horsfall & Mrs. Allen

Year

In Norfolk Class, we have enjoyed continuing with our learning on "Who lives in the forest?". We have
continued exploring rainforests and have delved deeper into the human impact on the rainforest
alongside deforestation. We also loved our visit to Shirebrook Valley on Thursday 2" February in
which we explored the woodland area including habitats that can be found also finding out about the
different animals that live in the woodland. We are going to now use our knowledge on the rainforest
and the woodland to compare them.

In English, we were introduced to our new class story "The Secret Sky Garden" in which a little girl
named Funni finds an old, derelict car park that she turns into a beautiful place and meets a new
friend along the way. Together we have planned and will write a letter pretending to be Funni to our
local environment council.

For Maths, we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes. We have identified and named the

shapes, described their properties alongside sorting and comparing them.

Keep up the hard work Norfolk!

Miss Wilson
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Year

In maths, we have finished our unit on fractions. The children worked hard learning to recognise
fractions of shapes, find fractions of amounts and find equivalent fractions. The children have enjoyed
using their knowledge and understanding for problem solving.

In English we have just begun our new writing sequence on instructions. Children are learning how to
write instructions about how steel is made. In science children have studied forces and magnetism.
Lots of children have produced some fantastic pieces of home learning linked to our topic.

Mrs. Roberts and Miss Gostelow

Year

In Year 4, we have had yet another busy week and exciting week.
The highlight must be our visit from the Sheffield Beekeepers Club.
They talked to us all about bees and bee keeping as it links to our
Habitats unit in Science. We then had the chance to ask questions,
we found out so much! Did you know you will find around 50,000
bees in each beehive in the summer months.

Our Blue Abyss topic has continued. We have been focusing on coral reefs and how these are formed.
We found our coral is actually an animal even though it looks nothing like one! Our artwork has taken

us to the stage where we are using pen and ink to draw sea creatures; next week we will be using clay
to make some models!

In PE we are putting together a dance, it is coming on nicely and will film the final sequence for you to
find on Showbie.

Enjoy a wonderful half term break.

Mr Jackson, Miss Landowski & Mrs. Powell-Ferguson
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Year

Within Year 5, we have recently completed our Biography unit of writing by publishing a biography on
British astronaut Tim Peake. We are now writing a Sci-Fi narrative based around Cosmic by Frank
Cottrell-Boyce. In Maths, we are continuing to learn about fraction. The children have been
comparing, converting and finding equivalent fractions. Please encourage your children to further
their learning through online Mathletics.com work from home.

Within topic lessons, children have been learning about how the
planets rotate and orbit around the sun. Please ask your children

to recall what they have learnt within lessons to you at home - they
really have learnt a lot!

Finally, a big thank you to all the invited children that have been attending booster classes on
Mondays and Thursdays. They are really making a huge difference.

Mr. Walsh & Miss. Ambler

Year

In Year 6, we have continued our fascinating work on the Ancient Maya since the beginning of this term.
We have looked at the geography of Mesoamerica, the Maya's use of coca and their ingenious creation
of a uniqgue number system. In maths, we have been learning how to compare quantities using ratios and
calculating percentages of amounts . In English, we have begin to utilise our research on Mexican beaded
lizards to help us plan a narrative based on events in 'Holes'. After-school booster groups have been well
attended allowing children to make targeted progress in maths and reading.

Reminders for next term:

Monday: Math’s booster group 3:10-3:40

Wednesday: PE kits to be worn

Thursday: Spelling homework due & reading booster group 3:10-3:40

Have a wonderful half term.

Mr. Litherland and Miss Harper
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Bea &
Swap Rockstar!

Can you make @swaps?

Try colouring them in as you go*

has made 5 swaps and is a Swap Rockstar

*Crayons work best. If you use felt tips make sure you allow time to dry.
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Big Schools’ Birdwatch

How to take part

It's as easy as

1.2,3...

Find the perfect spot to do your Big Schools’ Birdwatch. it can help to
1 put up some feeders e couple of weeks in advance. We've got some advice
3 on making these at www.rspb.org.uk/schoolswildchallenge.

without disturbance, then encourage them 10 use our simple survey sheets

2 Do your Birdwatch! Find a place where the children can watch the birds
=] to record what they see.

(rspb.org.uk/schoolswatch) between 5 January - 21 February.

This bit’s really important, even if you don’t see anything on the day.

Once you've submitted your sightings, you'll see a graph breaking

down your results, and you'll also receive an email with

a downloadable certificate 10 print out for your class, (m

3 Tell us your results. Complete the online form with your class
&

Once you've completed your Birdwatch and sent in your
results, you ¢an use this as one of your Wild Challenge

activities. You'll find more ideas for taking part in the Wilkd
Challenge award in this pack and online.

Hcve fun blrdwatchmgI

c‘ducatlon a rspb org. uk 01767 693680
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The Wild Challenge Award i a suite of activities that you c&n use to anvich your cumculum while getting your pupis
outsiie and learnng theough nature. The dagram below shows how the pathway te gold works and leaves space for
you 1o map out your learning journay. Big Schools' Blrdwatch counts as one activity towards any of the levels [you'll
need 1o start at bronze if you're new 1o Wiki Chalengel. Also in this pack, we've included two more activites to help
you get halfway to an award,

Register online at: rspb.org.uk/schoolswildchallenge

Date achieved:

Il T R Y

If you have any queries about the Wild Challenge, please get in touch by emailing
education @rspb.org.uk or calling 01767 693680.



We're joining in with Big
Schools’ Birdwatch here...

..why not take part in Big
Garden Birdwatch at home?

rspb.org.uk/birdwatch

Big

S ’
chools

Birdwatch 2022

What will they see?

S ‘JO"]W"Y - 21 February




N

What did you see?

Can you find a way 10 maka it sasy for you to note down the highest number of sach speces that you see together
at the same time? There is room below each bird's narme for you 10 8dd your des for doing this

NOU NN ssssatebn bubeinubad s it vt n il ve e g b e M e s s s

Blackbird

House sparrow

i Black-headed gull

- ‘ J
Did you notice srything i parbiculit s0ut e birds you saw? Ditferences in how Ty movad or what they wees dang? Or perhans you managed

1 568 4nd antify 4 bed ndt shown Pare? I 50, NOIe 1hese Thngs in The space below of on a seperate shast Don't forget you can gat help fram
raph org. uk/wildiife/biedidemifier

For more information, visit: rspb org.uk/schoolswateh giving RSPE Widide Explorers
md REP8 Phoanix

e e 0 and teenage

The M W N Engand & Walas 207076 '
te PESPE s 8 regatered chartty n Engand & 4 0701 ihermbeesrins ¢f the RSIE

n Scothnyt SCOOMES  Drewengs by Mie Larngman 2270080 20 1 a hOme




What did you see?

How many birds of the same kind did you see at the same time?

House sparrow Blackbird
| saw : | saw

Blue tit
| saw

r

Starling
| saw

| saw

YOUR NOIYI® 0st00e608s004dsssnevanssssescasssnnanonsnoassesesistiitsasevasssessnns
o &
For more information, visit: rspb.org.uk/schoolswatch giving REPE Wikditle Expd
Englerd & Weis 707070 50037654 nature A ey
The KS 1 iy o " s 200000 n Scotand 5O of tha it
o NSPE o e e sieed Chanly nge » B ahome the NSFE

Dewmngs by Maw Lasgmen . 3270085-20-01



Size: 410m Waight: 4505
Habitats: Farmis~d, wooos, gardens and towns

On the menu

Eoten by: Spanowtinves, peeagines, foees and oty

Eats; Maniy plants, such as cobtags and vy plus brg seec
i piZ0 oats Nsacts and SO IS 3N OMNIVDre.

Whaers it feeds: On the ground of 00 & brd ikl

Strange but true
YWhan i1 & showing off 30 other wooIpQeond, It clags 15 wings
10gedher sbove e back bedom gldng down steaoly

The NEPY 2 & segatewd craesy 0 Engano & Wakse 200070 » Scotwd SOXT84
VWoodogeon ty {lve Comeasd nch-rugescomd. 32700002021

Habitats: Farmiand, woods, "5 owrs and chies

On the menu

Eaten by: Goshawks snd kooas

Ests: Mos! things, iInchudng doad anmals, Drgs, worms,
mammals, neacty, oran and fua It i an ormnvore
Whaere it feeds: On the ground, where 1T walkis o hogs

Strange but true

Crows are rtelgere and can sobee prodlams. In Japan, some
Crows placs wanuls in front of Cans at e ghts They aat the
nuts aher the cars have racked the shels.

The BRSPS @ & wpatand chemy n Ergard & Witen 20700 n Seokend SO
i Carca cow by Deved Monaon Ipbereges cord. 070005 2031

/

Size: 26cm Welght: “0g

Habitats: Woods, gardens, parka and farmiend

On tha menu

Esten by: Kestrols, porognres, spamowhemves ang cals

Este: Psncts worrrs, Devvas, Inel, and scrags f'om the bitchen
such s choese. 1115 Bn omnvore

Whare &t feeds: On ™o ground or a bed tabie

Strange but true
i may be cabed » blbckoed, but the farmales a7 yourg birds
A0 Lrown

The HAPS & 0 wogmiered caty o Erglasd B Wales 20NN, 0 Somtang SC000N6e
Faated ty Bea AMsen YD e uget et T00062021

J/

Size: 150m Weight 345
Habitats: Garclors. porks, burdngs. farme end fowns

On the menu

Eaten by: Sperrovtewts ana oy

Eats: A0S aat s0eds, gt and Nousenold soraps [herbieoreal
Chicks aoe fnd insects snd catmpdises Camacoasd

WWhere it feeds: Many on the ground of brd foocers

Stronge but true
HOUSe SPOTOWS have Doon RIrcduced to avery contnoe In
1 WO, foosept Antanctics.

Tha NSFD & » regareed cheaty 1 Ergand & Waes 200070, o Scorend SDO00ES4
Powe g ew by My Koty ingbaragon card 20100832000




Size: 71 5em Weight: 75y

Hubitats: YWoods, grasslend, faoms and 1own

On the menu

Eaten bv. Sperroatiseics, DostenvEE, sl s = L rair D
Eats: Insacts. spioers, wooms, cnterpdars. soft frue nues and
fot balls. @ s an cntere

Where it feedts: On the ground or brd 1a0ks nd ek

Strange but true
Stadings can make lots of sounds. Indudng whetes, quacking
Mg @ duck and making Te note of » barking dog of o aklem

The B5%8 & » rogsdered ety o Ergiand & 'Wodes 200000, » Scoswre SORINAS
Stanwg by Nck Lptan spbaragea comd 1270008200

Magpie

it

Foct file

Size: 450m Weight 220¢

Habitsts: Woods, parks, gorcers. Sems, mooes and towns
On the menu

Eaten by: Sparrowhawks, Danaganes ang foves

Eats: Mos! things, ndudng Reacts. smal manrmals, young
brds, {rut, beeries and bed soed. It IS a0 Oevoee

Whare it feeds: On e gound of & bed table

Strange but true

Magoies wi hice 1000 wihen there 5 1015, They ark wery good
2 romermbanng where ey have pul £

The HAMY o # rogutesd 0%ty 0 Togare & Waken 2000 n Scctwo S000 Mot
Nagrst by Oatany Eadwy ba-mages cornd 32700802021

Black-headed gull

thuu Lakes, esuanies, arms, grassiand and rubitesh 1ps

On the menu

Enton by: Perognnes, marsh hamers sd Hoss

Emtsx Iraacts, worms, sugs, 563 crestures, smadl fish and brasg
UE T 2l el L)

Where it foeds: On the ground, often on grass
Strange but true

You might 60 & hopping Quickdy from ane foot to the othe

This melohs vetrrrs Tark it B Gining, S0 thay Loma 10 the
puriacy and the guil can then eat them

ot BEFY 8 0 reieod chirfy ) Sogiond & Wien J0TUTE, & D00t SLIKY N
Fack-aadad g by Pad Seaw rbherages cosn. 3TN0

Blue tit

Tl e NN

Foct file
Size: 11 5cm Waight: 115
Habitats: Véoods, parts, gardens, towns and ches

On the menu

Enton by: Sparrowhuads and cils

Eotsc Insects, spders, canarplers, Baams, muts, susfower
A0 and LNCran scraps. It Is an omovor

Wheee it Seads: 1 trass, on Dird tables and Ded eadens

Stronge but true
Bloa tit chicks can o2t 100 coterpders & day 0 fooo
10 checks, adults nead 10 4nd 1,000 conerpd s o day.

T PEIE 0 & opadie pd chot by = Drglend B VWies 20007, n Sootlend S0OOTESM
Bhum o bry Lowns Groaetarn ngbavadis card 2220085 00 20




Fact file

Sien: 160 Weight: 18y
Habitats: Woods, gardens, parks and tarms

On the menu
Eaten by: Sporrowhawis and cats.
Eats Insects, spdars, worms, frsts, and seeds indudng bed

Sted g sunflower Poars. i is an ommvore
Where it foeds: On 1ha ground bird tabies and fesders

Strange but true
Fobins nest in some unusual places. They have Deen know

o NAST N 2 Wapct, & okl DOOY, paathoass, Yowse paots snd
under the bonnet of 5 car

Toe 5558 o ¢ rogatered chamy n Eaglard & Weles 20700 1 Sootend SCDI7024
Tlobwn by Dwvd Namon 050hwwwst cond 5220088 0000

Habitats: Vioods, parks. garcons and fams

On the menu

Eaten by: Soarmoedievis

Eatx: Insacts, coterpelarg, frusa seachs, nuts and Wnchan sorags
S0 8 braad. It 13 2an amnavore

Where it feeds: On 170 ground, 0 rees and on leederns

Strange but true
D8 pons know & groat tt's song scunds bew Teacher teacrar,
wacher? It's & it bhe 2 squeacy boyce pump oo

The AZPE o 0 repatessd oty o Englend & Wk 20T, o Scopond SOXYTISA
Gondt 0 iy Orahinve MaTpe ras-maepes S0v0. S 00 2021

- -

Feral pigeon

N NN T

Foct file
Sizec 320 Welght: 2009
Habitatx Towrg and gres

On the menu

Estan by: Paregrinas, foxes and cats

Ents: Gran, bread, bed ssed ind iots of othar jocds i inds
N Iowrd, It S an omnivore

Whaere it feads: O the ground minte n the paygrourd

Strange but true
Fotal pgecns can ba pume white, amost black, grey, baown
and bots of other coloun

The MSPE o s regatssnd char gy » Cnglend B Wy 2T70TE. & Scofend S0
Fowl pgeen By Maobs Hae a0t onaies 0ovvd ST OESI0O21

—

Sire: 18 Bom Weighe: 245
Habitats: Woods, parks, gaoans and fanrs

On the menu

Eaton by: Sparrowhanks ano cafs

Entx Iraocts, cnopdirs and seeds, nciudng ted seed
UET o

Wharm it feads: On the grownd

Strange but true
Lots of tha Sratinches wo see in e winle meve Hown across
the s Trom places such as Norway and Swodan

e RHSAE s & reganeosd char oy = Bnglere! & 'Wves JTNTE & Scoomend SO0 M
Crattrch by Armvww Mason gt rgeacoed. 10000021




